
Italy Report 
 

~ ~ ~ August 2004 ~ ~ ~ 
 
Dear RCM Team, Friends and Supporters of Dr. & Mrs. Franco Maggiotto: 
 

By the time you read this newsletter, Franco will be in Heidelberg, Germany at a conference of top theologians from 
around the world to discuss the matter of Power and Sexuality with a particular view to the Roman Catholic Church.  
As Franco has repeatedly said, "Sexual repression leads to a dictatorship."  In contrast, he also teaches that the Bible 
leads people in the exact opposite direction.  Franco will be giving a number of speeches aimed at the topic of what 
prevents the voice of the people (what he calls the democratization) of the Roman Catholic Church.  He uses the term 
democratization in the same way that we would understand a "constitutional republic".   
 

The Roman Catholic hierarchy places itself as a mediator between the people and Christ, whereas a biblical approach 
brings God near to us as a Father through Christ.  Through Christ, we can come to God directly.  We don't need to 
come through the hierarchy of the Roman Church.  Our access is to God directly and thus God, through Christ, is 
accessible to all the people, not just those for whom the Roman Church vouches.  Franco calls this the "demo-
cratization" of God, meaning the direct access of God without the choking control of a hierarchical church.  These may 
be strange words to our ears, but to Europeans whose only access to God has been through a Roman Catholic priest, it 
communicates and resonates with truth North American Christians take for granted.   
 

We have had the benefits of the theology of the Reformation ingrained in our political systems for generations, backed 
by tremendous influence by the Protestant Reformation in our churches.  Italy and many parts of Europe largely have 
not.  Consequently, democracy is only an idyllic term, rather than one with which they are acquainted. 
 

Please pray for Franco during the last weeks of August and the first of September as he drives to and from Germany, 
speaks and has many visits with converts during the trip.  Pray also for some very important Bible studies starting in 
September in different towns in Italy that will begin upon his return.  Many grassroots opportunities are opening up.  
Pray for a building in Italy to be acquired during 2004-2005 prior to the Winter Olympics in 2006 in Turin. 
 

Lastly, we are glad to report the July 30th marriage of Henry Groen and Trace Prins (who met on the November 2003 
EduTour). Economic progress has been made by Andrea Modolo, so that it is hopeful that he and Piera can be married 
(they were introduced during the same trip).  Lastly, Ramona, the girl who was beaten up (see our June 2004 
newsletter) has decided not to return to Italy.  Pray for openings in other countries where Christians can assist her.  
Franco sends his greetings below, and we praise God for your faithful prayers and support for the progress of the 
Gospel in Italy and in all the RCM fields. 
 
 
 
 
Geoffrey W. Donnan, Director 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus, the Lord, 
 
I hope my letter reaches you before you go on vacation. I wanted to write you sooner but I was always 
waiting to give you news on another upcoming event. I have had many events, perhaps too many, with 
meetings all over Italy. The last one finished last week, which was a meeting with over forty people to 
prepare for an evangelism project. Last Sunday after the service some from the Alpignano group 
accompanied me to a lunch that was offered to me by a political group. We had the joy of having Betty, 
Perry and Samuel with us, and I was able to distribute our "booklets", and many of us were able to speak of 
the Gospel and of the Bible. For one man, it was his first time to speak to an American and many walls were 
broken down. Only the Gospel allows this to happen. The vice mayor of the town invited me to speak and 
offered enthusiastically to organize a conference. A councilman from another small town also asked me to go 
and speak in his town. I am already receiving offers to give conferences and am prioritizing them in order to 
set dates. I ask for your prayer that the Lord might illumine and make the seed grow into a large harvest.  
 
 
I have made good friendships with journalists, theologians and politicians, and the Gospel has been 
proclaimed. Good relationships have been established and our prayers go to the Lord that the announcement 
of the kingdom might be a work of God. Being without email service for almost four months now has caused 
and is still causing great damage to this work as well as many difficulties. But even in the difficulties the 
Lord opens the doors for the Gospel. In fact, the difficulties show us with increasing clarity how it is Him 
that carries forward every good work. 
 
 
The church in Alpignano has lost several members for different reasons but none of these has lost faith; 
rather, they are helping other churches in different situations. Many have also left us in Turin but others 
come and the Gospel is announced and reaches the people's hearts. This is part of our "missional" work, to 
see the Gospel sowed in as many places and in as many ways possible, rather than to grow one large church 
in one location. Even though many are leaving on vacation, Aurora and I continue to keep the church 
services going in the hope that the Lord will send us, as always, someone who will want to hear the Word of 
salvation. At the end of August I am due to go to Germany for a meeting that I hope will be important and 
open new avenues for the proclamation of the Gospel in Italy and also in Europe. It is a significant 
opportunity with some of the most important thinkers and theologians on the continent. I have been asked to 
participate with the others and will speak about how Jesus "democratizes" God, contrasting his life with the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy and her perpetuation of a "holy class" based on the succession of holy seed, 
starting with the Pope, through the laying on of hands. I thank you with all my heart for your prayers and I 
am sending you, as always, a reflection in order to feel united with you in the Word and in His Spirit.  
 
 
 
From all of us to all of you in Christ Jesus our only Master and Savior, 
 
Aurora, Tabitha, Alberto and Franco Maggiotto  
 
 

 

Letter from Alpignano, Italy
August 2004



 
 

The Faith of Abraham 
 

By Franco Maggiotto 
Alpignano, Italy ~ August 2004 

 
 
 

"The faith of Abraham, when he was called, obeyed." Hebrews 11:8 

 
 
  

Abraham is considered by Paul "father of the 
faith";  therefore, in Galatians believers are called 
"children of Abraham".  The real meaning of 
these expressions is to be found in the charac-
teristics of Abraham's faith.  It is not that faith 
originates in him, but that the qualities of his faith 
define true faith, that which is considered the 
righteousness of God that saves.   
 
Abraham was called by God.  Faith starts in this 
quiet way, not shouted.  The divine call, His Word 
directed to us, begins the process that leads to 
faith.  It always involves an effectual call that 
works what God desires.  The call was to leave his 
city and to become a pilgrim in search of a future 
city.  This call contained a vocation and indicated 
a path to follow, a life to live, the life of the 
pilgrim who anticipates the future.  
 
 
Abraham obeyed this call; he listened to that 
imprecise, dangerous, and hazardous Word.  His 
response was simple: without asking questions, 
without regretting what he was leaving behind, 
without knowing where he was going.  
 
These three characteristics of Abraham indicate 
the journey of the believer.  Faith calls us to break 
with the past to live in the present with our gaze 
fixed on the divine promise, on the future that we 
wait for.  The pilgrim is the one who sets up his 
tent in God's future, who lives by the power that 
frees the divine word into history.  Abraham in 
return received a promise that concerned an  

inheritance, a future land ~ the Promised Land that 
was the land of freedom for him.  He never had a 
piece of land; his only possession was a cave 
where he buried his wife Sara!  It was a land for 
others, for those who would be born from him. 
 
The promise concerned an offspring that had to 
come from him and Sara.  Faith is never sterile 
and fruitless; faith is a source of life and a future. 
The offspring is a result of faith and concerned a 
special relationship with God, a covenant. God 
promised Abraham that in reality the promise he 
was receiving was God Himself.  We wait for 
nothing less from the future: 
 
"Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!" (Revelation 
22:20). This expression summarizes faith and 
hope.  When we begin to walk by faith we are 
walking the path that leads to God.  God always 
walks before us, he comes to meet us, and because 
of this our life consists in encountering the Lord in 
the present, he who constantly comes to us from 
the future which is he himself.   
 
Abraham lived in tents all his life.  His faith was 
not an inheritance for himself, but for his 
offspring.  Faith gives the strength to wait against 
every hope.  God doesn't promise things, but 
promises Himself, and that we will be his sons and 
daughters.  The promised inheritance consists of 
the future toward which the Lord is moving 
history and all of us.  
  

Franco Maggiotto 
 




