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November 22, 2005
Dear Friends and Supporters of Franco Maggiotto:

We again bring to you another newsletter from our brother and colleague, Franco Maggiotto in Italy. In his letter you
will see mention of the dangers of being involved with Reformation. You may also recall in previous newsletters a
reference to a mayor who is implementing principles of Reformation. Instead of the constant and ever changing face
of Roman law, he is requesting a constant abiding law based upon a biblical concept of legality/justice. He has drunk
deeply from the well of Franco Maggiotto’s writing and preaching. As a consequence, this mayor was sent a package
bomb which was thankfully diverted before it exploded. The rule of law over against the rule of a magic-based
monolithic dictatorial church (Roman Catholicism) will always elicit a violent response by those threatened.

Occasionally | get questions from people who remain unsure of Franco’s continued contact within the Roman Catholic
Church. It is important to understand Franco’s specific mission to Roman Catholics, especially in Italy. His approach
is simply to present the Word of God as the infallible source for authority and thus, government (self, family, church or
civil). This is in contrast to the Roman position that the Pope is the infallible authority, and by extension, the Roman
Catholic Church. Franco teaches a biblical gospel instead of a church gospel. His gospel is rooted in Scripture, not
tradition or church history or hierarchy. Roman Catholicism uses Scripture but does not really believe in it. Roman
Catholicism believes in a Jesus Christ, but a Jesus Christ who has vested all His authority in the Pope. Thisisa
different Jesus Christ than the true Son of God found in Scripture.

Franco’s emphasis has always been upon presenting Scripture as the basis for everything. It is only when people with
a Roman Catholic background come to the conclusion that Scripture must also be the basis for the church, that they
can then begin to consider challenging the Roman Church, which up till then has essentially been their god. When the
centrality of Scripture is grasped and everything begins to be evaluated in light of it—then, a Reformation will begin.

It is in this context that he provides us with an insightful biblical study which not only lays down the importance of
Scripture in battling evil, but also in understanding and working with others with whom we might otherwise have
theological disagreement. It is important that we read his comments in light of his pre-reformation situation in Italy
and not solely from our post-reformation perspective in North America.

With you in His Majesty’s service,

A
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Letter from Alpignano, Italy
October 2005

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

I thank all of you from the depth of my heart for your prayers. Yesterday | had two painful medical procedures:
two samples of bone marrow were taken from the sternum, and a spinal tap. The bone marrow will be sent to
Rome and to London but already here in Turin the analyses have revealed the disappearance of the cancerous
cells. Yesterday there were twelve doctors with me who were congratulating me and they were not aware of my
near total healing. I will still have to do six more lumbar injections, one a month, and continue to take the
chemotherapy at a reduced level. But the doctors confirmed that the bone marrow and blood are in great
condition.

We were visited by two Christian brothers and their mother from Scotland. They attended one of our Sunday
services at Alpignano. | was still very tired and | could not be with them for very long as | would have liked, but
the joy of seeing them was still very deep. The love and competence of Perry made up for me. | received many
visits, both at home and in the hospital, from pastors who are biblically reliable and well prepared; there were
many visits from other Christians who are equally dedicated to the study of the Word. All of them brought thanks
from their churches for the work that we are doing. | never would have expected that so many were so competent
about our work and understood that we work intentionally and carefully for the reformation in Italy, and even
though there are difficulties we become in this way a point of reference, and spur on many others to do the same,
in this way bringing the authority of the Bible to the center of national attention. This is very dangerous work in
Italy, biblical work that we do within the cultural institutions, but without creating ghettos as the Roman Catholic
Church would prefer. The Roman Catholic Church uses, as they always have historically, the “literalists” to block

Unfortunately my sickness has hindered me from preaching and visiting churches, but the Lord, in His infinite
mercy, has used me even in this sickness. At times I could not even remember the names of my children, but |
was given a biblical clarity as never before, one that Perry in his kindness will translate and which will be sent to
you.

On Sunday November 6™ I will go to an important meeting for the Reformation in Italy. We will have to go more
than 800 kilometres by car, and it will be my first trip after four months in and out of the hospital and
chemotherapy. Aurora will forgo her teaching work and go with me, and I will go with all my medicine. 1 ask for
your prayer for us and for those who will attend, nearly all Catholic priests interested in the Reformation who risk
their positions and severe penalties just for having invited me. The church in Turin, even though it has grown a
great deal in maturity and in the faith, has decreased in number. It will be necessary to restart the work in that
area. The work in various institutions in Italy has intensified, especially in Bologna, Florence, Lucca, Pisa, and
now in Venice. Unfortunately the various civil authorities that are following our teaching in their city
administrations are being attacked, especially by the Re-founded Communists, but other movements are starting
and organizing themselves and are determined to move ahead. There is great need for prayer and faith. There are
many other things to say but | cannot stay at the computer for too long. To make up for this | am sending you a
short study about the Reformation in honor of Reformation Sunday and to remember the principles of the
Reformation. Many live off the work of the Reformation of the 1500 and 1600’s, while carefully avoiding what
the reformers did. It is easy to parrot while avoiding the danger of “Reformata Reformare” (the church always

May the Lord bless you all and grant to you the peace that only He can give. In Him and through Him, Creator,
Savior, and our Guarantor,

Aurora, Franco, Tabitha. and Alberto Maggiotto greet you and thank you for your prayers and for your faith.
Yours by Grace alone in His service,
Franco, Aurora, Tabitha and Alberto Maggiotto



THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURE

“He has said one, I have heard two.”
(Psalm 62:12 in the Hebrew text, 62:11 in the Greek text.

I. THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURE

This translation is based upon the Hebrew text.)) The living Word of God generates a multiplicity of
interpretations. When the Almighty Word gives rise to a rigid dogmatism, it entails the rigor mortis of an idol
that gets its own life by taking life away from men. Questions, answers, confrontations, and clashes of opinion
originate from the encounter with Scripture that is truly an open sea which gives us freedom at the price of the
easy certainties of coastal navigation. The encounter with Scripture is an open sea that gives us freedom.

The problem of how to read the Bible (hermeneutics) is undoubtedly one of the most important that the Christian
faith in general and evangelical faith in particular has had to face and must face again and yet again: that is, the
problem of the authority of Sacred Scripture acknowledged as the Word of God normative for faith and Christian
life. This avowal has been common to all Christians from the very beginning, indeed it is a badge of their faith.
This was not sufficient, however, to produce in them the same reading of the Bible in every circumstance and on
every matter. They have had serious clashes in interpretation that, each in its turn, has divided souls and even
churches, starting back in the sixteenth century.

II. APROBLEM WITH ANCIENT ROOTS

The problem is not just a modern one, and did not originate with the coming of theological liberalism, nor with
the appearance of the historico-critical method of reading the Bible, a method that came into being for the most
part during the century of the Enlightenment. It is a problem that came about with the Reformation and was
experienced in dramatic fashion by the Reformers themselves. All asserted and supported “sola Scriptura”, that is,
only the Holy Scriptures have ultimate authority (the authority, indeed, of a divine and not a human word) over
faith and Christian life. They, in fact, were the ones who unanimously submitted and proposed this as a
constituent and distinctive principle of Christianity. Let us consider, among the thousands that could be cited, this
justifiably famous passage of Luther: “The Gospel, more than the Lord’s Supper and Baptism, is the only,
most certain, and most lofty identifying mark of the church, because only by means of the Gospel is she
conceived, formed, nourished, born, reared, fed, adorned, fortified, armed and preserved. In short, all of
the life and substance of the church is in the Word of God.”

This passage by Zwingli, in perfect communion of faith and of intent, echoes Luther: “We must reserve the
highest honor to the Word of God (by Word of God is meant uniquely that which comes from the Holy
Spirit) and place our faith only in this. For the Word of God is certain, and cannot fail. It is clear and does
not leave us wandering in the Darkness. It instructs and explains itself. It comforts and illumines the
human soul, communicating all salvation and grace to it, making it trustful of God. It makes man humble,
so that at first he feels lost, in fact crushed, and then he can receive God in himself.” Luther and Zwingli, the
two fathers of the Protestant Reformation, profoundly united in affirming the normative authority of the Scripture,
were divided, as we know, over the interpretation of the words uttered by Jesus during the last Passover meal
celebrated with his disciples, when, offering the bread, he said “This is my body”. Luther interpreted these words
as meaning a real presence (even though he denied transubstantiation). Zwingli on the other hand attributed a
symbolic meaning to them, in the strong sense of the Jewish “memorial”. The Colloguy of Marburg in 1529
ratified their division, and it was not overcome officially until the Concord of Leuenberg of 1973.

III. BOTH FAITHFUL TO “SOLA SCRIPTURA”

Now it would be completely wrong, if not patently factious, to claim that either Luther or Zwingli had abandoned
the Sola Scriptura principle and no longer recognized in the Bible the normative value of the Word of God, only
because they were not in agreement in their interpretation of the words of Jesus during the Last Supper. The



opposite is true: Luther and Zwingli always affirmed, applied and lived out completely the Sola Scriptura
principle, with exemplary strictness and consistency. With absolute seriousness and with all the intelligence of the
faith of which they were capable, thanks to the illumination of the Spirit, they both set about listening to the
words of Jesus, which they received and believed as the Word of God. And yet they arrived at two different and
even discordant readings. So they were not able to be reconciled, but not because one of the two was unfaithful to
Sola Scriptura and no longer recognized the Bible as the genuine Word of God, but because two different and
even divergent readings of the Holy Scriptures can exist, even where faith acknowledges the Scriptures as the
final authority, as the criterion, essence, and guide for thought and behavior. All of this happened in the sixteenth
century, long before the historico-critical method and theological liberalism appeared. It happened to Luther and
Zwingli, that is, to the fathers of Sola Scriptura. It was a bitter experience for them. And it is for us, every time
that we live through similar situations as Christians. We all acknowledge and honor in the Bible the revelation of
God and therefore the supreme authority of our faith. But we must recognize what happened in the sixteenth
century and is continuing to happen today, which is that the existing general consensus (among Christians) on the
supreme authority of the Bible does not automatically produce a consensus on the meaning of every statement.

Certainly there is consensus on the central nucleus, on the “heart” of the biblical message, which is also the
“heart” of the Christian faith: the free salvation of the sinner by means of the Cross and the resurrection of Jesus.
But on specific aspects of the Holy Scripture there can be and there are different and often times conflicting
interpretations. This should not surprise or scandalize us. Instead we need to have the patience and the humility to
compare the different positions and dialogue about them, in pursuit of a shared truth that is the fruit not of
compromise or abdication, but, if possible, of a more profound understanding of the text or of a particular
position in the light of the overall biblical message. It is necessary to listen to the text, not alone if possible but
with others. It is therefore necessary to listen to the text and listen to the other person who is reading it. It is not a
question of two different things but of two different moments in a single process of listening. The Bible is the
Word of God for all Christians, not just for some.

No one has a monopoly on Sola Scriptura. Luther did not have it, nor did Zwingli. If they had listened to one
another more, maybe they would not have been split over the Scripture that they both loved more than
themselves. A reading that is entirely faithful to the Scripture is at once a personal and a community issue.
Every word of God is greater than us, even all of us together, but it could be that a unanimous and brotherly
listening would succeed in showing the richness of a given text and the fullness of its truth.

IV. TOLERATING POSITIONS DIFFERENT FROM OUR OWN

So that this might happen we must all, above all in controversial matters, draw near to the interpretation of
another not with ill-will or a spirit of judgment, but with willingness to “examine everything and keep what is
good”, that is, what aids a better understanding of the Bible and its message. And it will be necessary to avoid
disqualifying positions that are different from our own, or to consider them as just so many betrayals of the
biblical text that are due to an abandonment of Sola Scriptura.

The problem remains: how to read the Bible? It is, we believe, a false alternative to contrast head-on a
“literalist” interpretation with an “historico-critical” interpretation, as if they were mutually exclusive. In reality,
every intelligent reading cannot help but be historical and critical, while every “historico-critical” interpretation is
indissolubly linked to the (Biblical) letter and is subject to it. We are all in agreement with the apostle Paul when
he says that “the letter Kills but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor. 3:6), but the Spirit gives life in the first place to the
(Biblical) letter, transforming it into the cradle of the Word. Therefore let us not contrast Spirit and letter, but let
us seek the Spirit in the letter and through it. To look for the Spirit in the biblical letter means to look for Jesus
Christ there, which means to look for the truth, holiness, judgment, salvation, justice and peace of God for every
creature and for all humanity. Let us read the Bible in such a way as to know God and his grace and to know
ourselves and our need for forgiveness and conversion. Let us read the Bible in such a way as to learn to live as
sons and daughters of God and as brothers and sisters of our neighbor.

Franco Maggiotto
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